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Welcome to SMA,  
Cohort I!  
On Friday, March 2nd, SMA welcomed its 
first 12 Onward Scholars! These young 
women were selected from close to 70 
applicants via a rigorous and selective 
process that took into account their GPA, 
entrance exam scores, demonstrated 
leadership, personal statement, letters of 
recommendation, and their performance  
in group and individual interviews. The 
Cohort I Scholars are among the top 
students and leaders in the Gold Tie Class 
of 2022 and represent nine different SMA 
partner schools:

During the Scholar & Family Orientation  
on March 16th, shared prayer, lively  

conversation, and hors d’oeuvres were 
enjoyed before reviewing the program 
expectations and calendar. We are so 
grateful to Mr. & Mrs. Smet for joining us  
for the event and for making the Onward 
Scholars opportunity possible for these and 
future Belles.

What did you find most helpful about the
OSP Student & Family Orientation?

GISELLE: ...finding out that a lot of us have 
things in common.

VIVIAN: Mr. Smet explained expectations 
that should be reached as an Onward 
Scholar and  the image I am to portray as  
a member of this program. 
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Newsletter from the  
Onward Scholars Program

COHORT 1

Isabella // ST. LAWRENCE OF BRINDISI

Cori // TRANSFIGURATION

Jewel // WESTSIDE GLOBAL AWARENESS MAGNET

Giselle // RESOLUTE ACADEMY

Julissa // ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Spirit // WILDER’S PREPARATORY ACADEMY

Victoria // ASPIRE CENTENNIAL COLLEGE PREP ACADEMY

Daomi // ST. RAPHAEL

Samantha // ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Vivian // ST. AGNES

Imyni // RESOLUTE ACADEMY

Estefania // ST. LAWRENCE OF BRINDISI



COHORT I MEMBERS LEAVE  
A LASTING LEGACY AT THEIR  
MIDDLE SCHOOLS
June was an exciting time as members of Cohort I graduated 
from their respective middle schools and were honored for 
their accomplishments and impact. These impressive  
accolades include:

• Certificate of Excellence

• Friends of St. Lawrence Scholarship

• Honor Roll

•  Junior Arrow Award from the St. Sebastian Sports Project 
(awarded to student-athletes who are leaders in their school)

• Knights of Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary Scholarship

• Leadership Award

• Maddox Scholarship

•  Precious Blood Scholarship (given to students who are  
active in their parish and community)

• President’s Award for Educational Excellence

• Scholar-Athlete Plaque

• Soaring Eagle Award

• Student of the Year in Mathematics

• Subject awards in Religion and Spanish

• Valedictorian

Congratulations, Cohort I! We are excited for your  
continued success and influence as Belles!

Scholars Goal #1: 

DREAM BIG!
The Onward Scholars at SMA gathered to dream big at their first 
Saturday workshop on June 16th. The day consisted of activities aimed 
at helping them identify short and long-term aspirations and the steps 
that will need to be taken to achieve them. Cohort structures, including 
Google Classroom, were established, career interests were identified to 
inform future choice of mentors, and vision boards were created to 
serve as visual reminders of Scholars’ priorities. The workshop conclud-
ed with a family BBQ, complete with tacos and gold desserts in honor of 
the class of 2022! The next Scholars workshop is scheduled for August 
25th and will cover time management, healthy ways to handle stress, 
and study skills that correspond to different learning styles.

How can Onward Scholars best help you attain your stated goals?

ISABELLA: ...by preparing me for the hard work that is needed to 
complete my goals. 

CORI: By helping me figure out that in order to reach my goals, I must 
surround myself with people that will help me reach them.

JULISSA: Onward Scholars will help me with my goals in more ways 
than I thought it would. Since it covers 75% of my tuition, I can worry 
more about saving more for college than paying high school tuition. It is 
also shaping me to be a leader and to be more social with people. 
Onward Scholars has surrounded me with people who are willing to 
help and will be supportive throughout everything.

SPIRIT: It helps me gain more confidence in reaching my goals.

SAM: Onward Scholars can help me stay focused and if I have trouble 
with my homework, they can provide help. If I have trouble managing my 
time, I can simply ask Mrs. Rice for advice. The Scholars will always provide 
criticism to help me become better.

  NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

“There is no force equal to a woman determined to rise.”

W.E.B. DuBois’ words are found on our program’s materials and apparel 
because they capture the spirit of Onward Scholars at St. Mary’s Academy 
(SMA). It is already evident that Cohort I is determined to make the most 
of their skills and opportunities in tenacious pursuit of their life goals.  

I am so proud and excited to serve in my role as mentor to these young 
women. Listening to what drives them, watching them interact with  
each other, and witnessing their talents the last four months has been 
inspirational. They not only “Dream Big!” in regards to their own futures, 
but are just as committed to pushing fellow Scholars to do the same. 

This inaugural edition of SMA’s Onward Outlook provides a glimpse of  
the activities and events that have set the tone for the year ahead. I know  
that with your continued support and the tools and nurturing St. Mary’s 
Academy provides, our Scholars WILL rise.  

Thank you and Onward!
Michele Rice, Program Director



Teamwork Makes the 
Dream Work at the CYTT!
Cohort I of Onward Scholars took part in The Young Center’s 
California Youth Think Tank (CYTT) at the University of Southern 
California in July. This week-long debate and leadership day camp 
provided our new Scholars with the opportunity to collaborate with 
teams of other young leaders to develop skills needed for success 
in high school, college, and beyond. Two Scholars, Jewel Cox and 
Vivian Martinez, were selected by CYTT staff as recipients of 
leadership awards for their respective groups. Jewel and fellow 
Scholar Spirit Denton were members of Wings of Youth, the team 
that won the week’s award for best overall performance and 
enthusiasm. Congratulations, Cohort I! We are so proud of the 
manner in which you represented yourself and Onward Scholars! 

What did you learn about yourself by experiencing CYTT?

ISABELLA: ...that I could be good at public speaking as long as I was 
more confident with myself and focused on what I was saying and 
not who was watching me.

CORI: ...that in order to be a leader, you don’t have to be outspoken 
and boisterous, you just have to have leadership skills.

JEWEL: ...that I was far more capable of handling pressure and 
intense social situations than I previously thought.

GISELLE: I can push myself to do something even when it is not my 
personal preference.

JULISSA: ...that I have the capability to debate, and even win, if I set 
my mind to it. I also learned that it is better, and much more fun, to 
be a part of a team than working by yourself. It opens you to 
meeting new people and learning about new ideas.

SPIRIT: I’m stronger than I thought I was.

SAM: ...how to come out of my shell. I was once the girl that would 
sit and wait to get called on. I realized that trusting myself will allow 
me to boost my confidence.

VICTORIA: ...that I work well in a group and it is easier to overcome 
challenges together than alone.

ESTEFANIA: ...that I can have a great voice if I can put more confi-
dence in myself and that I write excellent informative and persuasive 
essays.

What is the most valuable skill you learned at CYTT?

JULISSA: Teamwork. I learned that working in a team opens you to 
more ideas, and if everyone works together, you will surely achieve 
victory. It is also much more fun and makes you feel like you are a 

part of something. “If we go down, then we go down together.”

JEWEL: ...that it’s more than possible to shine as an individual while 
also focusing on and being invested in teamwork.

VICTORIA: In a group, all don’t always agree. At CYTT, I was able to 
obtain the skill of problem solving.

SAM: Before speeches I have always felt uncomfortable or nervous. 
At CYTT I learned to become comfortable with the uncomfortable 
feeling that nervousness brings. The CYTT workshop presentations  
on public speaking showed me the most. They. included tips on 
delivery, facial expressions, and much more. 

VIVIAN: ...looking up when I read a speech to an audience. I am a 
decent writer but if I want the audience to hear the purpose and 
importance of my speech, then I need to grab their attention and 
make them feel engaged or connected. 

How do you see yourself using what you learned at CYTT in 
the future?

GISELLE: I see myself using what I learned at CYTT in the  
future when I become a lawyer and I have to speak in front of  
many people.

VICTORIA: I see myself using what I learned at CYTT to persevere 
when times get rough and to pat myself on the back when I 
accomplish something.

VIVIAN: When I run for Student Council, I want the student body to 
feel what I am saying, be engaged, and get to know me through my 
writing. I will also use the teamwork skills I learned at CYTT in sports. I 
see using the skills that I learned in CYTT in my speeches at St. Mary’s 
Academy.  I will look up, use hand gestures, and pause in between 
important information to grab the audience’s attention.

ESTEFANIA: I see myself using what I learned at CYTT in the future 
when delivering presentations or in an interview, presenting myself 
without being nervous or with fear.
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PMA and SMA Scholars Explore 
the Treasures of King Tut

701 Grace Avenue
Inglewood, CA 90301

Through the generosity of the Smet Foundation and the 
California Science Center, Onward Scholars from both St. Pius 
X-St. Matthias Academy (PMA) and St. Mary’s Academy (SMA) 
were able to experience the King Tut Exhibit on June 29th. 
Scholars were guided through the exhibit by Mr. David Gidlow, 
a friend of Onward Scholars with a very impressive knowledge 
of Ancient Egyptian history among other academic topics. We 
are grateful for this rare opportunity to see King Tut’s artifacts 
up close and in so doing, bonding as an Onward family! 

What was your favorite part of the King Tut exhibit/field trip?

CORI: ...being able to meet the other Onward Scholars at PMA 
and bond with my OSP sisters.

JULISSA: ...walking around and looking at all of the curious 
artifacts. More than once, these two adults would stop us and 
give us extra details about Tutankhamun. It was amazing to see 
all the artifacts that were buried with King Tut for the afterlife. 
When we exited the exhibit, this little voice from the speakers 
would whisper every once in a while, “Tutankhamun” in a really 
creepy voice. Now, we always whisper that to each other and joke 
around about it.

      ONWARD SCHOLARS PROGRAM 
The Onward Scholars Program promotes academic excellence, fosters an environment 
conducive to genuine peer support, exposes students to leadership opportunities that instill  
a love of service, and empowers goal-driven young women by providing resources that build 
skills for their path to higher education and lives of purpose.
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